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The ADS: Who we are and what we do 

• Founded 1996  
• Department of Archaeology, University of York 
• Collections 

o 1,100,000 metadata records 
o 26,000+ unpublished fieldwork reports 
o 700+ rich archives 

• Guides to Good Practice 
• DPC Decennial Award 2012 
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The needs of OASIS 
have outgrown the 
system it is hosted 
on. 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

OASIS Redevelopment 

Joe 
http://www.naalium.com/blog/ 
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We want to increase the use of OASIS and to do 
that we need to identify and iron out the current 
issues. 

• Workflow 

• Technical 

• Inclusion 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

OASIS Redevelopment 

Kenny louie - https://flic.kr/p/93pbXs 



18/06/2014 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 5 

• HERALD builds on Pye Tait Survey 2012 

• User needs survey  

• Runs until March 2015 

• Online questionnaire & telephone interviews 

• Will produce detailed specification for a 
redeveloped OASIS system based on survey 
results 

• ALGAO is a partner in the project 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

HERALD project 
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Cast your minds back… 

Fieldwork input  Print out Backlog Local Archive  

govt  

Print out National agency Backlog 

Post 

Post 
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And this one… 

This diagram illustrates the workflow 
of the OASIS system and for many 
people it worked as planned. 
 
However, parts of it didn’t work as 
well as we had originally hoped as it 
didn’t take in account enough of the 
different working practices of 
different organisations. 
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…and now 

Research 
projects 

Radiocarbon Dating 
Recording Form 

DES Form 

Grey literature  
library 

Geophysical Survey 
database 

Web service 
Web service 

OAI-PMH 
Web service 
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Currently 26000 reports 
in the library and over 
18000 of these come 
from OASIS. 

1909 reports were 
added from OASIS in 
the first quarter of 
2014.  

They are linked to by 
HERs and Units. 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

Grey literature library 
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Digital Object Identifiers 

Types of persistent identifier e.g Handles, Archival 
Resource Keys (ARKs) and Persistent URLs (PURLs), all can 
be resolved to an Internet location. The scheme that is 
gaining most traction is the Digital Object Identifier (DOI).  

http://dx.doi.org/ 10.5284    /   1000389 
     resolver service         prefix   suffix 

    (assigning body)        (resource) 
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DOIs 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 
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…with help for how to cite the DOI 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 
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76% of reports from the 
East of England for post-
2005 projects were already 
available online in the ADS 
Grey Literature Library via 
OASIS 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

Roman Rural Settlement Project 
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The Geophysical Survey Database 

Created by EH in 1995. 
Deposited with ADS in 
2011 when all OASIS 
records with a 
completed Geophysics 
section were included. 
New records added 
each month, and where 
available, linked to Grey 
Literature Library. 
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• MEDIN: Marine Environmental data and 
information network 

• Harvests signed off and complete maritime 
OASIS records via an OAI-PMH target and for 
addition to the MEDIN portal. 

• Records from MEDIN can be included in 
data.gov.uk 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

MEDIN 

OAI-PMH 
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C14 Scotland 

Scottish C14 date 
recording form 
imports data from 
OASIS via the OASIS 
RESTful web service 
to start the C14 
funding requests to 
Historic Scotland 
 
There are possibilities 
for this to feed data 
back to OASIS and 
the radiocarbon 
database 
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Discovery and excavation in Scotland 

RCAHMS are 
developing a system 
which will allow users 
to import their OASIS 
records to aid the 
creation and 
submission of the DES 
report. 
 
The system uses a 
RESTful web service to 
deliver the OASIS data, 
developed by the ADS. 
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CANMORE 

RCAHMS could use 
the same RESTful web 
service to populate 
CANMORE with 
completed OASIS 
records from Scotland 
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Making depositing easier…and cheaper 
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OASIS Images powered by ADS-easy 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

NEW! In response to 
popular demand… 
OASIS users can upload 
an image archive of up 
to 50 images with a 
spreadsheet of 
metadata for £40 + 
VAT.  
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• Improved technical infrastructure 

• Improved workflow 

• Notification customisation 

• Multiple ways of selecting location. 

• Seneschal – thesauri lookup 

• API for import and export from OASIS 

• Additional recording sections  

• human remains 

• environmental 

• Museum community input 

 

 

Possible improvements? 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 
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• Fill in the questionnaire (win a prize!) 

• Email us your feedback on OASIS especially 
workflow issues 

• Send us a blog post on your use of OASIS  

• Sign up for a telephone interview  

• Tell us what you would like going forward – 
regional workshops? 

What can you do? 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 
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Keep in touch 

Subscribe to the OASIS Blog 
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/oasis/ 

Friend us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service 

jo.gilham@york.ac.uk 
or 
oasis@ads.ac.uk 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@ADS_Update 

mailto:jo.gilham@york.ac.uk
mailto:oasis@ads.ac.uk

